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REVEREND sr. 


"JN EXE I to apclayine to you for the 
a liberty I take in making a fe re- 
marks upon one part of your Sermon, I 
* | 


A heart like yours, which ſo nobly | 
| ts for freedom—for univerſal liberty, 
muſt neceffarily conſider this humble at» 
tempt in a favourable light, 


_ You 


1% 

You have yourſelf ſet me an example 
for liberty of ſpeech: and whatever diſ- 
| parity there may be between us, ariſing 
from education, - genius, and other local 
circumſtances, there is certainly not ſo 
much as between yourſelf and HIM“ 
whom you have in yqur turn taken the 

liberty to adviſe. f 


Did not you and your friends unite in 
the laudable exertion of oppoſing every 
encroachment of deſpotiſm preſerving 
the liberty of the preſs—and thus ſetting 
an example worthy of the imitation of the 
world, this Letter of mine would appear 
to ſome as an unpardonable fin. But 1 
| ſhield myſelf under your joint banners: 
and whatever reception I ſhall meet with 
from others, 1 may reſt« aſſured of the 
protection of the Sons of Freedom. 


lalſo comſdrt myſelf, that from ſuch men 

of liberty, no criticiſm will be made upon 

N . ue 
| the 


Ci 135 
the inaccuracy of my ſtyle; as the want of 
a claſſical education, or an extenſive ge- | 
nius, is the faulr of no one. 3 0 


I conſider myſelf in the ſituation of Da _, 
vid going to meet Goliath. And were 1 
not convinced that it is the privilege of the 
ploughman, no leſs than the philoſopher, 
to ſpeak his ſentiments ; and that in the 
great ſcale of being, and before the in- 
ſcrutable eye of the Judge of men, the dif- 

' ference. of rank is loſt ; whatever confi- 

_ dence I might repoſe in your generoſity, 
I ſhould nevertheleſs tremble at my weak 
attempt. ny | 


Without further preface, permit me to 
ſpeak freely with you upon the unadviſed 
attack you have made upon the principles 


you call Methodiſm, in your Sermon lately 
publiſhed, | 


Page 15 and 16, —* I muſt add here, : 
that in the practice of virtue I include 
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the diſcharge of the public duties of re- 


ligion. By neglecting . theſe we may 
injure our country eſſentially. But it 

is - melancholy to obſerve that it is a 
common neglect among us; and in a 
great meaſure owing to a cauſe which 
is not likely to be ſoon removed: I 
mean, the defects (may I not ſay, the 
abſurdities ?) in our eſtabliſhed codes of 
faith and worſhip. In foreign countries, 


the higher ranks of men, not diſtin- 


guiſhing between the religion they ſee 


1 eſtabliſhed and the Chriſtian religion, 


«6 


are generally driven to irreligion and 
infidelity. The like evil is produced 
by the like cauſe in this country; and if 
no reformation of our eſtabliſhed for- 
mularies can be brought about, it muſt 
be expected that religion will go on to 
loſe its credit, and that little of it will 
be left except among the lower orders 
of people, many of whom, while their 
ſuperiors give up all religion, are ſink- 


TY in religion lately 
L revived 


% revived by Methodiſm ; and miſtaking, 
„ as the world has generally done, the 
ſetvice acceptable to God for a ſyſtem of 
« faith ſouring the temper, and a ſervice 
« of forms ſupplanting morality.” 


Having quoted the offenſive paragraph, 
I ſhall be very conciſe in my obſervations 
upon it. My chief argument to confute 
your aſſertion ſhall proceed from your own 
confeſſion ; and the Public ſhall judge be- 
tween us, hoy. 


Some years ago a Nobleman aſked your 
advice reſpecting his Borough, which was 
ſo remarkably diſſolute as to require an 
immediate reformation. You replied—the 
moſt effectual way would be to ſend down |, 
an Enthuſiaſt The Nobleman gave you 
a commiſſion to procure one. Several 
Gentlemen now living are privy to the 
fact. 


Now, Sir, by your own private con- 
feſſion, you gave an Enthuſiaſt the prefer- 


- 


B 2 _ *.ence. 


* 


( 12 ] 
ence to convert the vulgar . Does this 
comport with your preſent ſentiments ?— 
Is it not perfectly inconſiſtent with your 
reflections? Can it be believed that you 
ſnould undertake to recommend an Enthu- 
ſiaſt for the purpoſe of reforming a diſſo- 
lute pariſh; and at the ſame time conſider 

the religion of the ,Enthuſiaſt BAR BA- 
Rous—and. the ſyſtem tending to ſour 
the temper, and ſupplant morality ?” 


The reformation of theſe hardened cha- 
racters was recommended to you; and you 
actually employed a Gentleman to procure 


_ a Methodiſt for that purpoſe, 


If theſe poor men were ſo ignorant and 
depraved, would not a ſenſible Unitarianhave - 


Gl 


» T apprehend you draw a lint between the circles of 
the gay, and the lower clafles of ſociety; for. the conver- 
fion ot the former you would appoint the rational Unita- 
rian ; for the converſion of the latter, the illiterate En- 


thuſiaſt. 3 
Both parties have a work cut out for them; let there 
be no diſagreement ; a few revolving ſeaſons will decide 
which party were moſt ſincere, as well as moſt ſucceſsful. 


done 


1 3 1 8 
done more ſervice towards enlightening 
their n. iuds, and reforming their manners, 
than the ſimple Methodiſt | 


Two inferences the judicious and un- 


prejudiced will draw—firſt, that you knew ,- _ : - 


of no Unitarian who cared a ſtraw for the 
real converſion of thoſe vulgar perſons ;— 
or, that for once your prejudices gave way, 
and you thought a Methodiſt the proper 
perſon for ſuch employment; for it would be 
worſe than the . barbariſm of Methodiſm” 
itſelf to ſuppoſe you had a with to diſſemi- 
nate ignorance; and harden into adamant _ 
. itſelf the poor wretches thrown upon your 


But, good Sir, what do you mean by 
the term Methodiſm ?— Have you done 


theſe people called Methodiſts the honour 


of reducing their principles to a regular 
ſyſtem ? - What publication of yours has 
defined the term? — What idea do you 
mean to hold out to the Public by this diſ- 
crimination ?—Shall 1 be guilty of injuſ- 

WERE tice,” 


19 1 


tice, if I ſay chat you can only have two 


views—cither to hold out the Methodiſts 
to ridicule, or to perſecution ?—The latter 


cannot be: though the reflection againſt 


them is extremely ſevere but charity 
covereth a multitude of ſins: — the firft 
view, therefore, muſt be adopted—that 
you mean to hold up to ridicule the prin- 
ciples of Methodiſm, or rather the Metho- 


diſts themſelves. 


But is this jusr ?—Is this NEROUs? 
Ils it of a piece with your PROFESSIONS 
OF LIBERALITY ?—lIs it agreeable to that 
GENERAL COURTESY Which diſtinguiſhes 
your character? By no means. 


Is it jus in you to reproach a ſyſtem 
which is entirely undefined ?—Should you 
not have condetcended to have ſingled out 


thoſe peculiar tenets of Methodiſm that ap- 


pear to you ſo offenſive ; and not involved 
in indiicriminate contempt all its prin- 
ciples'? | 


145g 


En F 


Nees I inform you that many of thoſe 
principles are your own ; ſuch as—the be- 
lief of one God—and one Mediator between 
God and man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus—the 
doctrines of repentance and faith in the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt—obedience to his com- 2 Dy 


mands—the reſurrection of the dead and 
a future ſtate of rewards and puniſhments ? 
Have you not called theſe the principal 
doctrines of Chriſtianity, and all other 
matters of faith of little moment ?—Surely 
theſe are not the A you wiſh to 
ridicule ! 


I know your reply: 


« But the Methodiſts believe the be. 
trine of the Trinity.” | 


And do not moſt Proteſtant dne! 


* But 5 
Holy Spirit.“ 


And is not this tel eats | 
of almeſt all Chriſtendom ? . 


« But 


> * 


16 1 
« But 6 6 chem believe the * 


Iv Goatine of perſon.” 


And does not your friend FT Ek ? 
* But they belizve the do&rine of rege- 


neration, or a new birth unto righteouſ- 
neſs.” 


* Ant it na; aur ider Wan Ae 


C Verily I fay unto you, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot enter i into the king- 


dom of God? 


« Yes,” you reply; * but our Sa- 
viour's meaning was different to theirs.” 


Admitting this to be true—do not im · 


pute their miſconſtruftion of words to 

. wickedneſs, but to ignorance—and you 
_ cordially believe mental error to be no 

I hope the zeal of the Methodiſts is no 

* offence to you ?—lIs it a great crime for 


men to go out into the * 
N | eo 


1 


preach i in 9 air, and en- 
deavour to civilize and diſciple the nations 
of the world? Surely this cannot offend 
| you! Go into all the world, and preach 
the goſpel to every creature,” is their com- 


« But have theſe men a commiſſion ?** ? 
Let all theArians that have a commiſſion to 
_ preach the goſpel ſpare them their trouble 


The preſent great ſeminary at Hackney 
will be an excellent nurſery to train up 
young men to take up the commiſſion, If 
the ſentiments of the Unitarians, ſo called, 
are to be preferred, and they are found moſt 
productive of real good, let the profeſſors 
of them ſhew their zeal for the glory of 
- God—let them go abroad and convert the 
heathen nations—let them imitate the in- 
defatigable zeal of other Miſſfionaries—let 
them attend at public places of reſort, and 


preach to the diſſolute and profane, that 


will not attend at public places of wor- 
ſhi ok them ſhew a holy determination, 
47 e 


Wo: EE. 
with an Apoſtle, not to « know any 
thing but Jeſus. Chriſt, and him eruci- 
fied to inſpire mankind with a venera- 
tion for the Saviour of ſinners, and cry, 
out, Behold the Lamb of God! that 
taketh away the fin of the world“ let 

| _ publiſh that Jeſus Chriſt is the 
" « propitiation for the ſins of the whole 
world,” and exhort men to be gt an 

to God. ; 


© T aſk—What pait & of Methodiſm do you 
object to? | 


It would be criminal to ſuppoſe you are 
ſorry that the colliers of Kingſwood, and 
other deſperate gangs, who uſed to be the | 
terror of the neighbouring country, are 
| now become a civilized people. You may 
| indeed feel a chagrin that the miniſters of 
| your profeſſion did not prevent the honour 
the Methodiſts acquired by thus hazarding 
their lives unto death, and bringing about 

ſo deſirable a reformation. | 


The 


„ 
The indefinite term ENTHUSIASM * moſt 


Anka not /you; one, Reverend Sic} 
Can you ſeriouſly believe them to be greattr 
Enthuſiaſts in the cauſe of religion than 
you are in the cauſe of freedom? Have 


they taken greater pains to prove our 


bleſſed Saviour an object of worſhip, 
than you have to prove him not to be an 
object of worſhip? Has not your zeal, in . 
this inſtance, kept pace with theirs?" 


3³˙³ꝛ ͤ 
nate ; had the ſubjects of his eloquence been religion. he 
would have loſt his character long ago. , , 

fe hb ben © Ae this ilhagaithed Fee fin 
years, that the bar and the theatre ſhould be crowded, - 
and in general the churches of rational miniſters remain 
empty. It will be ſhrewdly gueſſed, that if theſe Gen- 
tlemen appeared to be as earneſt in the cauſe of truth, as 
the player is in ſupporting fiftion, or the orator in the 
canſe of his client, their churches would be as well at- 
tended. But many places of worſhip are now become 
rempſes of. (pane |. o For Ts 06 ner INS 
bead on as a pillow. + 2 


„ Have 


% P 
5 | 


SED 

Have the Methodiſts taken greater liber- 
ties with men's vices than you have, and 
very juſtly, with arbitrary prineiples? 
Why be angry at your brethren in En- 
thuſiaſm? Sutely religion is as noble an 
object as polities; and their 3 4 
dear co them 2s e e 


I am greatly miſtaken if you wear 
have 4330 ſo kigh in the opinion of the 
Public, had you been that dall plodding 
character which diſgraces ſome of your 
profeſſion. If no animation=if no En- 
thuſiaſm had entered into your compo- 
ſition, you would have experienced the 
fate of many preachers, and have ha- 
rangued to pews and pillars, 


Why is every eye fixed upon your coun- 
tenance? Why is attention marked upon 
every face? Why is the ear charmed by 
your diſcourſes ?—Becauſe your tone » 


emphatical, and you feel your f Wo, 


C2 | 

a whole body of men for profetſing to wor- ; 
ſhip God according to the dictates of their. ' 
own conſciences? Is not the term Ma- 
THODISM-deſigued as a cenſure and ht 
reproach upon thoſe who clafs themſelvesn 
under that profeſſion? And are you per- 

fectly aſſured, that as a body they deſerve 
your - cenſure ?, Are you not acquainted 
with many devour characters in your own. 

neighbourhood even, who demand your. 

reſpect? Or has the voice of calumny only | 

reached your car? | | +: | 


Let your paragraph, in its unqualified | 
ſtate, be read to an illiterate man—tell him 


that his next door neighbour i is a Metho- 
dit—what effect would it produce upon 
| his mind? I am affured it would not lead 


ann, 


But admitting for a moment that the 
| firſt Methodiſts were guilty of a few indif> . 
cretions, half a' century is now elapſed 
fince their firſt riſe; and except you can 
. 3 8 | prove 


— 


—_ * — — N * 
— — _ — 

— 

. 


/ 
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prove the preſent perſons guilty of the 
faults you may imm pute to their forefathets, 
it is as ungenerous to uſe the diſtinguiſhing 
term of their ſect by way of reproach, as it 
would be were we to affix to the modern 
Arians the perſecuting ſpirit of the ancient 
Arians to the preſent Socinians the perſc- 
coting ſpirit of Socinus—to the Anabap- 
tiſts, ſo termed, the ſanguinary tempers 


of their leaders in Germany—oxr the preſent 


reſpectable ſociety of Quakers, the abſurd 
and indecent conduet of ſome of the firſt 
e / 2 Ih + 


e i eo eue hed dinning cada 
different meaning is at length affixed to the 
e e REA jt ws 


* 


Again Is it o piece with ens q 
PROFESSIONS OF LIBERALITY? Will you 
not moſt cheerfully allow the fame liber- 
ty of conſcience to others which you are 
ſceking yourſelf? Or do you aim, in 
putting down one ſyſtem to introduce an- 


tir? A repeatedly and moſt 
beauti- 


Cal 


beautifully ſhewn-/ it to be the duty of 
every man to wotrſhip God according to 
his (conſcience, provided the ſtate is not 
endangered, and he demean himſelf as 4 
peaceable citizen? Why, in this inſtance, _ 
have you overſtepped the boundary of ybule 
own fbi and e yourown 
| nme 1K -1 bi 


wat. whe wie vented 
day from a mind ſo unprejudiced and un- 
ſhackled—a pen ſo accurate as yours ſo 
looſe and unguarded an expreſſion ſhould 
have dropped an expreſſion that hurts 
the cauſe of that religion you wiſh to de- 
fend. For you muſt be ſufficicatly con- 
verſant with the world to know, that all 
perſons who are ſuppoſed to poſſeſs more 
piety than their neighbours are dubbed Me- 
thodiſts. Witneſs thoſe clergymen in 
or out of the church, who appear to 
be in earneſt to ſave the ſouls of their 
_ 


Laſtly, 


* 
| 

| 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
* 
| 


(* 1 
Laſtly, Is your aſſertion agreeable to 


that GENERAL COURTESY which ſo pecu- 


larly diſtinguiſhes and exalts your cha- 


racter. 


Some accommodation is undoubtedly due | 
to the weakneſs of others :. ſome deference 


muſt be paid even to their prejudices. If 


any way will gain over a brother this 
will. | 

Th Þ'77 
If I profeſs an acquaintance with the 


laws of 6ivility, 1 ſhould be the laſt to 


laugh at a man more deformed than my- 
ſelf; or to conceive the leſs favourable of 
him whofe principal defect was want of 
information. | | 


The ploughman can ſow his 1 


„ „ eee ee, e e 


dt gran 


The itinerant as can cry out, 
Except ye repent ye ſhall all periſh ;* 
_ though 


-—— LE: 
though he be not able to make a Arr. 
tion upon e or neceſſity. ; 


40 if FY Oy" 1 


(-} 1} 
biz zoaliivonitils vi ; 
The have Chriſtian wit not t bothoughe 
the leſs of by the Almighty becauſe he be- 
leves the obvious truths contained in the 
firſt of St. John's Goſpel : . In the be- 
ginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God; and 
the Word was made fleſh, and dwelt 
among us —if he have not ſo happy a ta- 
lent in reaſoning as ſome have. If he have 
not capacity ſufficient to do away the force 
of the propoſition in the words juſt quoted, 
think you his natural incapacity will bei im- 
puted to him as a crime? 7 3 


Perwit me ſeriouſly to ave. you my 
opinion—l would rather be iy the ſituation © 
of thoſe who believe the obvious truths of 
the- Goſpel, than of thoſe who have ſuch 
depth of learning, ſuch acuteneſs of pe- 
netration,as to percave the meaning of an 


A Apoſtle 


* 


[4] 


| Apoſtle to be directiy contrary to * 
| lertians. ; 


Milner's Eſſoys on ſeveral religious ſub- 
jects, juſt publiſhed, to be had of C. Dilly 
in the Poultry, prevent my enlarging the 
ſubject of this Letter; as that Gentleman 
has defended, in a moſt maſterly manner, 
what you have condemned—METHODISM. - 
I beg leave to refer you to that treatiſe ; 
and not without hopes, that as you are not 
profeſſedly an infallible character, you may 
be ſo thoroughly convinced of the impro- 
priety of the offenſive paragraph, as either 
_ to qualify it, or totally expunge it, in a 

future edition of your Sermon. | 


For the information of ſuch who may 
not have an inclination to purchaſe the 
above valuable treatiſe, I truſt you will 
excule me if I here introduce a ſpecimen 
of that Gentleman's reaſoning. 


Page 22, &c.— Aſter noticing the illi- 
berality of the Critical and Monthly Re- 
; viewers, 


(- 27 J 


_ viewers, he obſerves—** Though I am far 
from being ſanguine in my expectations of 


any great effects from the writings of ſo 


obſcure a perſon as myſelf, I ſhall venture 


to intimate to both theſe ſets of men “, 


that juſtice and candòur would require 


them, and their favourite writers, who 


join with them in inveighing againſt theſe 
religioniſts, if they undertake at all to cri- 


ticize their writings, to give us ſomething 


more than the conſtant repetition of Eu- 
thuſiaſm, Bigotry, and the like. Let the 


views of the writers be fairly laid open; 
let the Public know what it is they really 
hold; and if it be abſurd or unſcriptural, 
let them come forth in a manly and liberal 


manner, and by ſolid argument confute 


it. III-natured witticiſms, oblique hints, 
and general invective, require very little 
either of underſtanding or of attention to 
manage them. They have now before 


them the real out- lines of what is com» 


fy The Critical and Monthly Reviewers, 


D 2 monly 


4 


| — 7 


[ #8 } 
. monly'called Methodiſm. For be it ſtill 
underſtood, /- that I have only uſed that 
word all along in compliance with cuſtom. 
There is, in the nature of the thing, no 
neceſſity that real Chriſtianity ſhould in 
this age have a particular name aſſigned to 
it, 1 have not made it my buſineſs to 
prove at large the principles from Scrip- 
ture. This has often been done by Me- 
thodiſtical writers. I have only ſtated 
what they really are, and endeavoured to 
exhibit them, unſullied with the dirt of 
obloquy, with which it has been fo fa» 
| ſhionable to aſperſe them, - 


« Let the Reviewers prove, if they can, 
the four leading doctrines of Methodiſm * 
to be unſcriptural. To ſay that they are 
not rational, is at beſt to ſay ſomething ſo 
ambiguous, that nothing is decided by it. 


* Viz, The neceſſity of divine illumination Original 
6n—Juſtification by faith in the merits of ,Chriſt—and 
« holy life, _ | 

Let 


1 29 ] 
Let the controverſial ground which Me- 
thodiſm ſtands on be accurately aſcertain 
ed. It is not infidel, but Chriſtian ground. 
The Scriptures muſt, in the firſt place, 
be taken for granted as divinely inſpired x 


and it muſt be believed to be a rational =", 


thing to abide by their authority, If the 
Reviewers will not allow this, the whole 
face of the controverſy is altered. The 
Chriſtian oracles have been demonſtrated 
to be of divine original, before they or the 
name of Methodiſm had any exiſtence. If 
this ſimple poſtulatum be admitted, -the 
oppoſers of Methodiſm ought to examine 
the genius and ſpirit of the Scriptures 
their evident. defign and teudency- on the 
Whole; and from ſuch an examination to 
with Methodiſm ; to prove that its lead» 
ing doctrines will not ſtand the teſt of 
Scripture, and that therefore they are not 
rational, becauſe not conſonant to the 
| word of God, to which it is a moſt n. 


„ 
| And 


F& BY 


% And it will not be thought by rea- 
ſonable perſons an unfair thing, to call 
upon theſe men to make good the heavy 
charges of ignorance, fanaticiſm, and bi- 
gotry, which for many years they have - 
vented againſt Methodiſm. To them it 
has ſeemed like lawful game, which they 
might hunt down at pleaſure. It really 
puts one in mind of the rancorous terms in 
which Tacitus ſpeaks of the primitive 
Chriſtians, and of a ſentence of our Di- 
vine Maſter, ſtill more worthy to be re- 
membered, «* Ye ſhall be hated of all men 
for my name's ſake.” Luke xxi. 17.” 


I have now imitated your example and 
freedomof ſpeech. Our motives are ſimilar; 
—You are laudably attempting to ſpread 
a genuine flame of liberty, free from lice: ti- 
ouſneſs, through the globe, and thus 
reſcuing nations yet unborn from the iron 
hand of cruelty and deſpotiſm.— I am alio 
endeavouring to reſcue a great body of 
people from undeſerved ignominy and con- 

1 tempt. 
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tempt. May our ſervices i in theſe reſpects 
be mutually ſucceſsful *. 5, 


>? 
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POSTSCRIP T. 


If the memory of my. Glad. can by 4 
pended upon, you did not uſe the offenſive 
expreſſion complained of in the pulpit :— 

What could induce you to make the in- 


It is nevertheleſi the opinion of many good men, 
who love civil and religious liberty equally with yourſelf, 
that your ſublime ideas are more calculated for theory 
than for praftice,—They think there is as yet too much 
barbariſm in the world to allow any proſpect of ſuch re- 
fined ideas of Hberty being realized in ſociety, It is 
therefore to be expected that the Rational Divines, with 
a view to introduce ſuch an excellent ſyſtem, will immedi- 
ately begin to labour among the lower claſſes of ſociety, 
reform their manners, and make them ſufficiently vir- 
tuous. 0 ; 

This will be a mean alſo to counteract, and in time ex- 
tinguiſh, the * barbariſm of Methodiſm, as well as make 
mankind believe theſe Gentlemen are ſerious, when they 


ſo patherically deplore the fatality of its influence, F 


e 


ſertion afterwards, perhaps you will er · 
plain at ſome future time. | 


And now permit Ly 1 I cloſe my 
Letter, to addreſs you; as a Miniſter of the 


Chriſtian religion, upon a more important 


ſubject. 


Do you not, Reverend Sir, loſe ſight 
of the genius or diſtiuguiſhing traits of the 
religion of Chriſt : Does it appear that 
our bleſſed Saviour ever attempted to ac- 
commodate himſelf to the prejudices of the 
Jews, who ſought after a ſign; or to the 


Grecks, who piqued themſelves upon their 


. ſuperior knowledge: to the former the 
croſs of Chriſt was a ſtumbling· block, to 
. latter e 17 | £ 


If I miſtake not, the famous Neceſſita- 
rian himſelf, in his Defence of Chriſti- 
anity, gives us a proof of its Divinity—the 
contrariety of the maxims of Chriſt, and 
the eee of his opponents. 

That 


/ 


L | 
That Chriſtianity ſhould make ſo rapid | 
a progreſs amang perſons whoſe prejudices 
and vices it ſo warmly attacked, is ac- 
knowledged by all to be very marvellous, 


— Poor 9 30 — 
heaven. RESIST 


The queſtion is Whether the Goſpel of 
our Saviour requires any further explana- 
tion and accommodation than in the apoſ- 
tolic days? — And Whether the various 
ſyſtems invented by ſpeculative minds have 

not for their aim this officious deſign ? 


But why not let it ſtand or fall by its 

own intrinſic merit Does it require the 
additions of any man ?—Or ſtands that in 
need of the philoſopher's aid, which by the 
| irreverſible decree of God ſhall ſurvive the 
ruins of the world :- Heaven and earth 
ſhall pollen; bus apr ts Jr Ur the o 
MY worD ſhall fail.” 


May we not juſtly fear, that the ſame 
temper of mind, as formerly, prevails in 


—_— 


- 
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many great charaQters, who may kde 
rank themſelves with the Grecian ſage, 
and to whom the ſimplicity, of the Chriſ- 
tian religion may appear ng abſurd and 
fooliſh ? ; . 


You . the declenſion of religion— 
But are you perfectly aſſured of its real 
cauſe ? Before the evening of your liſe 
finally cloſes, perhaps you may 41 * 
preſent views. 

Is there bot, in wavy W of ahe 
preſent day, an evident tendency to de- 
grade the Saviour of the world 7— This I 
believe will be found to be the chief cauſe 
of the preſent declenfion, in i. BY 


The firſt ſtep to apoſtaſy appears to me 
to be a denial of the Saviour's divinity 

the ſecond, a denial of his pre · exiſteut 
glory ;—the third and laſt, a denial of the 
moral perfe&ions of his character. For 
what ſhade is there between theſe and the 
profeſſed Deiſt ?—The — entertains as 


high 


TY 


high an opinion of Chriſt as the former ; 
both equally conſider him to have been a 
decent good character, but ſubjected to 
Gailings as well us others. | 


Were we to trace the fource 4 the 
unwarrantable efforts that are made toun- 
dervalue the character of our Lord, we 
ſhall find they originate in a determination 


to ſet up human, or what the Apoſtle - 


terms WwoORLDLY wisDoM, in oppoſition 
to the humiliating doctrines of Chriſt. 
What but this could have led your friendly 


antagoniſt * to ebener fo ms A 
creed? as 


Vou were ſurpriſed when you beard him 
evade the force of the Scriptures you op- 
poſed to his reaſonings, by denying in part 
their authority. —But is this great character 
more reprehenſible than others Do not 
the Apologiſts for the Arian ſyſtem act a 
ſimilar . however you may 


3 Py _ juſtly 
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juſtly lament the depravity of the times, 
permit me to aſſure you, that there are 
thouſands of good and reſpectable charac- 
ters, who lament that you have alſo given 
too much countenance to the preſent, fa» 
ſhionable ſentiments reſpecting the great 
Author of our holy religion. 


Is it unfair to aſk you—If you had no 
difficulty upon your mind when you cau- 
tiouſly adviſed your readers not to conſider 
our Saviour as an object of divine wor- 
| ſhip ® ? Did not the reaſonings of Abbadie 
give you ſome trouble? Did you then, 

and can you now, point out any trace in 
- the apoſtolic writings, or any example to 
Juſtify ſuch a caution ? 


The Apoſtles deſcended to every. expla- 
nation neceſſary both for the faith and 

practice of the firſt Chriſtians; but no 
fears aroſe in the breaſts of thoſe inſpired 
men, that their idolatrous converts would 


* Scc the Scrmen vpun the Pre-cxiftence of Chriſt, 


dege>. 


ws . 
degenerate into à ne idolatry, * 
n fan den nit. 


Un * A T4 : i Nr L 


1 an Arian Divine were called to 
diſciple a nation of jdolaters ; after he had 
exhibited Jeſus Chriſt as the Meſſiah en- 
larged upon his preexiſtent glory—deſeribed 
would he not expreſly' warn them againſt ' 
paying religions worſhip to the Foutider of 
Wirges vd f 


— q #: 


nee your views, — 
would act with far greater propriety than 
the Apoſtles of our Lord, whoſe omiſſion 
orange. n if 
not criminal. 


”- 


"If this ſhould be conſidered rather incon+ · 

cluſive, I beg leave to appeal to the fatal 
conſequences attending their negleQ—mil- 

lions of Chriſtians having, for want of ſuch 


But 


„„ 
. But gloomy indeed would have been the 


hes of religion, if {uch inaccuracies and 
omiſſions could be juſtly chargeable - _ 


the W writers. 


It er SW in my opinion, 2 
decided propofition, that Jeſus Chriſt is an 
objeR of religious worſhip ; and that every 
attempt to depreciate his dignity tends to 
the ſpread of irreligion ia the world. 


I leave theſe obſervations to your candid 
peruſal ;- with an earneſt requeſt, that you 
would carefully and impartially conſider the. 
contents of z Cor. i. 

(i | | , 0 K's 2 

Many great characters have repented, 
vpon a dying bed, the principles thay had 
diſſeminated through life. 


I take my leave of you for the prefent ; 


expecting you will anſwer theſe Remarks: 
for I ought not Iwill not entertain a ſingle 


moment the injurious thought, that you 
would 


[9 1 
would ever look upon any one of the com- 
munity too contemptible for your notice, 
_ whoſe ain is: denevolent—whols. cauſe is 
truth. | 


That you may be perfectly qualifies, W 


by anticipation, to look forward to that 


auguſt era with ſuperior. delight, when 
the diſciples of Jeſus ſhall join in the har- 


monius chorus — + Worthy is the Lamb 
that was ſlain, to receive power, and riches, 
and wiidom, and ſtrength, and honour, and 
: glory, per ae Denn 


RVIIVp Sin, 


(With all due reſpedt) 
Your obedient and humble Servant, | 


JoHN HOLLOWA * 
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